
Desert Survival Guide 

December 1990, while the 3rd Armored Division prepared for deployment to Southwest Asia for 

what would become the Persian Gulf War or Operation Desert Storm, soldiers were given this 

pamphlet of field expedient methods concerning survival and fighting in a desert environment. 

The GPS system, crucial to navigation in a featureless terrain such as the Saudi Arabian desert, 

was just coming on-line and was a strictly military technology. It was wondered at the time if 

the person(s) responsible for this document thought it would replace tactics and lessons learned 

during the previous 50 years of Cold War training in Central Europe.  In retrospect, we were not 

given much useful information and our combined experiences would form the basis of tactical 

knowledge for future Middle Eastern conflicts. 
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